
 

Tynewater Primary School 
Primary 5 School Closure Activities 
 
Here are some ideas to consolidate and reinforce learning which the children have                         
experienced in school. Learning activity sheets are courtesy of Twinkl, an                     
educational resource site. 
 
Literacy 
 
Reading ​: 
 
*Read for pleasure as much as possible, at every possible opportunity. This is one of                             
the most valuable things your child can do. 
 
*Continue to read lots of stories with your child. Although they are in Primary 5,                             
children may still enjoy sharing picture books and reading these with younger                       
siblings. A lot of rich discussion can come from picture books. Support them to                           
sound out letters and blend them to make words, where appropriate. Ask questions                         
such as: 
 
-Who is the main character? 
-What was your favourite part? 
-How do you think the character was feeling when ….? 
-Can you think of a time when you felt like that? 
-What do you think will happen next? Why do you think that? 
 
*When reading a novel or short story, become a Reading Detective. After each                         
section read (may be a few short chapters) choose one of the Reading Detective                           
roles (learning sheets below) and do the activity. This will help you tackle reading                           
from lots of different angles and build up an in-depth understanding of what you                           
have read. The roles are: Predictor, Summariser, Questioner, Illustrator, Passage                   
Maker, Feelings Finder and Word Finder. 
 
*Complete a Book Review about a story they have enjoyed reading (templates                       
below). 
 
*Re-design the front cover of one of their favourite books (template below). Think                         
about which important characters or events should be displayed. Don’t forget the                       
title and author’s name! 
 



 

*Go on a book Scavenger Hunt! Try to find all of the things listed in any books you                                   
have at home (template below). 
 
*Have your child try to ‘collect’ as many books as possible on a ‘Book Bingo’ Sheet                               
(template below). 
 
*Practise reading some Common Exception Words (template below) - how quickly                     
can your child read the whole list? Can they try to beat their score? Can they beat                                 
an adult? 
 
*Read the short ‘60 second read’ cards and answer the questions which follow                         
(learning sheets below). 
 
Writing: 
 
*Practise correct pencil grip to allow for neat, comfortable and fluent handwriting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* ​Choose a poem or a paragraph from a favourite book. Ask the children to copy it                               
in their best handwriting. Don’t forget about ascenders (tall letters) and descenders                       
(low letters). There are some tongue twisters below which you can try to copy! 
 

 



 

 
 
 
*Ask your child to choose a story or short                 
film they know really well. Ask them to Story                 
Map the tale. This is something we have               
been working on a lot in Primary 5 and                 
children should be able to use the picture               
plan they create to re-tell you the story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Look at the list of Common Exception Words (template below). Use the ‘Spelling 
Menu’ (template below) to select different activities to practise spelling these 
words. 
 
*Write the alphabet on a piece of paper. Can you have a Treasure Hunt in the 
house or garden to find something beginning with each letter of the alphabet? Can 
you beat an adult or sibling to complete your list first? 
 
*Practise ‘Magic E’ digraphs (a_e, i_e, o_e and u_e to make A, I, O and U sounds) 
and their alternative spellings (learning sheets below). 
 
*Have a look at the website Pobble 365. A new picture is displayed each day with 
lots of writing activities corresponding to each picture. Choose a picture that 
inspires you and have a go at some of the activities. 
 
*Practise using capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks to 
correct the sentences (learning sheet below). 
 
*Practise proofreading - find the spelling mistakes and change them (learning sheet 
below). 
 
*Practise upskilling sentences - how can they be made more exciting? (Learning 
sheet below). 
 



 

*Practise using speech marks effectively. Remember they should ‘hug’ what the                     
person is saying and punctuation should go inside them (learning sheet below). 
 
*Get your child to write step-by-step instructions on: 
-How to make a sandwich 
-How to wash your hands properly 
-How to do the floss dance 
Remind them to include the equipment and ingredients needed. Follow their                     
instructions (e.g make the sandwich, wash your hands, try the dance) and discuss                         
how clear the instructions were. 
 
*Make some cards to send to relatives or friends to say hello. Children can practise 
writing a message inside. 
 
Here are some apps which you may find useful: 
 

 
Jolly 

Phonics 

 
Read 

with Biff, 
Chip and 
Kipper 

 
Word 

Monsters 

 
ABC 
Gurus 

 
Cbeebies 

 
Bubl ABC   

Bizzibrains 
I Imagine 

 
My Little 

Story 
Creator 

 
Pocket 
Phonics 

 
Little 
Writer 

 
Letter 

Monster 

 
Hairy 

Phonics 

 
Writing 
Wizard 

 
Bizzibrains 

I Learn 

 
Numeracy 
 
*Practise counting and ordering numbers to 20/50/100 and counting forwards and                     
backwards. 
 
*Practise counting in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s and 10s to help consolidate times table learning.                             
Revise the link between multiplication and division (learning sheet below). 
 
*Practise number bonds to 10/20/100. Play Number Bond Tennis; mime using a                       
tennis racquet to hit numbers back and forward to each other which add up to                             
10/20/100. 
 



 

*Add and subtract numbers within 10/20/100. Use cubes, a number line or 100                         
square to help if necessary (learning sheets below). 
 
*Use buttons, pasta, toy cars etc to practise division as sharing. 
 
*An adult could write numbers on bits of paper and hide them around the house.                             
The child could go and search for them and order them from smallest to largest. As                               
an extension, organise them into odd/even groups. 
 
*Give your child a number between 0 and 500. Ask them what is the number                             
before, after or in between two numbers? 
 
*Practise telling the time using o’clock, half past, quarter past or quarter to, moving                           
on to 5 minute intervals if they are confident. 
 
*Go on a 2D or 3D shape hunt in the house or the garden. Talk about their                                 
properties - sides, edges, vertices. Create a collage using 2D shapes, such as the                           
Spring rabbit or chick examples. (Template below). 

*Practise recognising coins and notes: 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1, £2, £5 etc. Set up                                 
a shop, label items in your home and practise buying them and receiving change. 

*Make halves, quarters and thirds of objects in your home. Practise finding fractions                         
of shapes and numbers (learning sheet below). 

*Play ‘Snakes and Ladders’ and practise counting on spaces and recognising                     
numbers. 
 
Here are some apps which you may find useful: 
 

Shape 
Monster  Let’s Do 

Maths 
Little Digits 

 
Top Marks  Sumdog  What Time 

is it Mr 
Wolf? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Health and Wellbeing 
 
*If you have access to Youtube at home, search for The Body Coach and his series                               
of kids workouts called ‘5 Minute Move.’ 
 
*Also on Youtube is a channel called ‘Cosmic Kids Yoga’ which is a series of                             
relaxing yoga stories which everyone can join in with. 
 
*The ‘Go Noodle’ channel on Youtube has lots of fun dance, workout and                         
mindfulness videos. 
 
*Encourage your child to discuss effective hand washing and the benefits of this.                         
Ask them to give examples of when we should wash our hands (learning sheet                           
below). 
 
*Discuss ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ with your child. Can they do something kind                         
and helpful for others without being asked? (Template below). 
 
 
Across the Curriculum 
 
*Try to use this opportunity to get lots of fresh air and go for nature walks or bug 
hunts. 
 
*Practise some basic cooking or baking together - this will encourage many skills 
such as reading, measuring, fine and gross motor skills, sharing and patience. 
 
*Play some board games or do some jigsaw puzzles - again these will encourage 
many important learning skills such as turn-taking, patience and resilience. 
 
*Use any shapes, scraps of materials or art resources around the house to make a 
collage - this could be a rocket, a car, a unicorn, a tiger - the choice is theirs! 
 
*With adult support and guidance, do some research on a topic which is of interest 
to your child. Practise safe internet use.   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
  



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  



 

 



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
  



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 

 



 

Shape Collage 



 

  



 

 


