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Our School Aims        We believe that each of us can confidently: 

· Be ambitious, imaginative and creative

· Make healthy choices to take care of ourselves, others, and our environment 
· Seek new challenges to learn together to achieve our goals
· Explore, be involved in, and build up our community
Tynewater Primary School - a thinking-caring learning community Information for Parents 9/05/17

Dear Parents / Carers and Pupils,
	Please find the following items attached by email / enclosed:
	For:

	Diary Information for Term 4 / Summer Term 2017 
	Nursery to P7

	Instructions for booking Nursery Parent-Staff meetings on:

· Thursday 8 June, 4.00 to 6.00 pm (end time of last appointment)
· Tuesday 13 June, 4.00 to 6.00 pm (end time of last appointment)
· Thursday 15 June, 4.00 to 6.00 pm (end time of last appointment) 
· Tuesday 20 June, 4.00 to 6.00 pm (end time of last appointment)
	Nursery


Thank you for everyone’s generosity:
· £1200 and awareness of Rett’s Syndrome raised by our Nursery pupils, families and staff towards the cost of  Ellie’s eye-gazing machine which we hope to have in operation from August.  All the children ran so well in their sponsored run in our school grounds.
· £97 and awareness of Down’s Syndrome raised for Down’s Syndrome Scotland through our Lots of Socks Day.
· £500 for Comic Relief / Red Nose Day: £177 from the sale of red noses; £110.50 from dressing up, and £212.50 from classes’ Bake Sale.  Thank you to Mrs Carol Wahlberg, Mrs Margaret Fraser (Kitchen Manager), and Mr Lawson HT for judging each class’s baking!
· All children who took part in our Decorated Easter Egg Competition: Our pupils’ creativity, design and forming through art and craft were wonderful and gave much enjoyment to everyone in our school community.  
Staffing

Thank you to Mr David Knox (Clarinent Instructor) who on 19 April took planned part-retirement from Midlothian Education.  Instruction continues to be given by a Music Teacher from Dalkeith High School. We are indebted to Mr Knox for instructing our pupils in clarinet for the past four years.  If you and / or your child would like to contribute to a ‘thank you gift’ to be presented to Mr Knox by pupils at date this term – to be agreed, could you please do so in a sealed, named envelope handed into Mrs Munro (Administrative Assistant) directly or via your child, by Friday 19 May? 
We welcome:
· Ms Carol-Ann Low, Relief Senior Childcare Development Worker in our Nursery Classes. 
We welcome back:

· Mrs Jill MacInnes, Relief Teacher on Thursdays and Fridays.
· Dr Phil Watson as full-time Learning Assistant, temporary for this term, paid from our school’s Equity Fund, to assist targeted pupils’ learning in literacy. From August 2016 Dr Watson was a volunteer Learning Assistant with us as he prepared his application for teacher training.
· Mrs Jo Clarke (Teacher) returning from maternity leave on Monday 29 May.  From now on Mrs Clarke will work on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. For the 5 weeks from 29 May to 30 June Mrs Clarke will teach targeted pupils’ learning in literacy, paid for from our school’s Equity Fund.  Ms Jessica Seaton (P2 Class Teacher / maternity cover) will continue to teach Primary 2 full-time to 30 June.  Mrs Clarke will resume working as a Class Teacher (Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays) in August.
Midlothian Education Stakeholder Survey: All Parents by School

From Monday 8 May 2017 to Monday 29 May (3-week period) Midlothian Education are inviting all parents in each school to take part in a stakeholder survey.  This survey will serve Midlothian Education and individual schools as a baseline for future years and contains the same sets of questions used by Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Education (HMIE) for pre-inspection surveys.  The information gained from the survey will be available the week of 29 May and will be distributed to each school. Parents’ feedback will help individual schools make informed decisions.
Could Parents of P1 to P7 pupils please use the following link before Mon 29 May:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Midparent   

(ctrl + click to follow link)

Could Parents of Nursery pupils please use the following link before Mon 29 May:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Nurseryparents
(ctrl + click to follow link)

If you do not have internet access, please ask Mrs Munro (School Office, Administrative Assistant) for a paper copy – to be returned to our School Office before Monday 29 May.
Changes within the School Day from August 2017 
For P1 and P2 Pupils

From August 2017, as across Scotland, all P1 and P2 pupils in Midlothian will receive 25 hours of teacher contact time. 
At Tynewater Primary School, we are planning for P1 to P7 to have the same 60-minutes lunchtime: to allow all pupils a reasonable amount of time to eat lunch and time for play; to facilitate timetabling and supervision of lunches, and to maximize Learning Assistants’ time in class, as they are also our Playground Supervisors during breaks and lunchtimes. This configuration does not involve any changes to our starting time at 8.45 am (Monday to Friday inclusive) or our finishing time of 3.30 pm (Monday to Thursday inclusive), but does mean finishing 5 minutes earlier on a Friday at 12.25 pm.  
	Times for P1 to P7 pupils

from Tuesday 22 August 2017 
	Monday to Thursday
	Friday

	1  Bell rings; pupils line up smartly and quietly to enter the school at:
	8.45
	100 min
	8.45
	100 min

	2  Pupils’ shoes and jackets on ready to go outside on bell at:
	10.25
	
	10.25
	

	Break
	
	20 min
	
	20 min

	1  Bell rings; pupils line up smartly and quietly to enter the school at:
	10.45
	100 min
	10.45
	100 min

	Classes brought to Dining Area by their Teachers.

Supervised by Dining Assistant and Head Teacher:

· Kitchen lunches served and eaten in our Dining Area.  (Class order by rota as at present.)
· Packed Lunches eaten in our Express Arts Room; pupils sit on seats at tables.
	12.25
	
	12.25

Pupils leave
school 
	

	Lunchtime: to allow all pupils a reasonable amount of time to eat lunch and time for play.
	
	60 min
	

	1  Bell rings; pupils line up smartly and quietly to enter the school at:
	1.25
	125 min

	1 Pupils’ bags packed, shoes and jackets on, ready to leave school on bell at:
	3.30
	

	Total Contact / Teaching Time 
of 1500 minutes (25 hours)
	325 min x 4 days
	plus
	200 min


1 Supervised by all Teachers and all Learning Assistants
2 Supervised by all Teachers [and Learning Assistants who are not on their break]
Please note that from Tuesday 22 August 2017 (when Nursery and P1 to P7 pupils start the new school year) to Friday 1 September, Primary 1 pupils need to be collected by parents at 12.25 each day. All Midlothian P1 pupils attend school only in the mornings for the first two weeks. Primary 1’s first full day starts on Monday 4 September.

In Midlothian we are committed to ensuring all pupils, including P1 and P2 pupils, have 25 hours of teacher contact time per week.  Currently teacher contact time for P1 and P2 pupils is 22.5 hours per week.  There will be many advantages to bringing P1 and P2 pupils’ school days in line with their older peers, including enabling our P1 and P2 pupils to benefit from the input, where possible, of visiting specialist teachers, such as PE teachers, Music and Dance teachers.  Meantime, the additional teacher contact time for our P1 to P7 pupils will be provided by a Relief Teacher already known to our pupils.

	With your help and involvement, we continue to work on our School Improvement Plan priorities for 2016-2017.
We look forward to reporting on our progress.



	Priority 1
	To develop and sustain a culture of reading and literacy to raise attainment in reading (as with all schools in the Dalkeith Associated Schools Group)

	Priority 2
	Improved effectiveness in learning, assessment and moderation through the highest quality of collaboration by Teachers and Learning Assistants at respective Curriculum for Excellence Levels

	Priority 3
	Pupils’ and teachers’ use of a single main jotter & portfolio of significant learning to track pupils’ progress

	Priority 4
	Gaining accreditation as a Level 1 Rights Respecting School

	Priority 5
	Optimum use of our immediate and local environment for effective learning

	Priority 6
	Gaining a Sport Scotland GOLD Award

	Priority 7
	Making learning about sustainable living an integral part of our curriculum (Eco School)


This term each class has been set the following challenges:

· To see how much money can be raised for a class-chosen charity from sowing one packet of seeds: nasturtiums by Nursery to P4 and marigolds by P5 to P7.
· From one packet of sunflower seeds per class, to see if pupils can grow a sunflower taller than Mr McCabe (P3 Teacher).
· [image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]


How many potatoes can each class harvest in October from 11 seed potatoes planted in May?
Sun cream and sunblock   
We are all hoping for warm, sunny weather!  When this happens, could pupils please come to school with all-day sun cream or sunblock on?  A hat is useful too.

Sports for Schools – GB Athletes Who Inspire Kids 

Following on from P4’s introduction at their Assembly on Friday 5 May, on 23 May GB athlete, Jade Nimmo, will be challenging our learners here at Tynewater. All pupils and staff will be taking part in the Fitness Challenge against Jade. Afterwards we will have an assembly to inspire the children delivered by Jade. 

The Fitness Challenge will be a sponsored event. A majority of the sponsorship money raised comes back to the school which we can use to buy PE equipment, the remainder is used to support the athlete and cover the cost of the day. Your child will receive a sponsorship form this week and any money collected should be returned to school by Monday 5 June.  

I hope we are all up to the challenge!  Thank you for your support,
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Jen Gardiner, Acting Principal Teacher
Could you please support:                                                      
The Healthy Eating Company operated by P1 to P4 pupils
and The Fruit Trolley Company operated by P5 to P7 pupils

To all pupils and staff:

Why not bring 25 pence each day to buy a piece of fruit to eat during your break? (Prices may vary.)

From 10.00 to 10.30 am on Monday 15 May and each day afterwards:
We will be selling a selection of 3 or 4 fruits in season, for example:

apples, pears, bananas, plums, grapes (halved), melon, kiwi fruit, satsumas, clementines, strawberries and raspberries; also sliced carrots. (Prices may vary.)
‘Fidget Spinners’
In keeping with our school policy for pupils to bring to school only items that are absolutely necessary. We insist that pupils keep their ‘fidget spinners’ at home.
As always, please feel free to speak with me if you have any feedback, questions, suggestions, concerns, or simply need to talk through something.  I am always happy to meet with you and speak with you about any matter relating to your child(-ren) or developing our school.
We look forward to working with you each day to maximize progress in your child(-ren)’s learning.
With best wishes for our Summer Term,               
Douglas Lawson    Head Teacher 
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