
How should education in Scotland be run? -  

Empowering teachers, parents and communities to achieve excellence and equity in education: a governance review  

Information for Parents 

The Scottish Government is gathering views on how education in Scotland – from early years through to secondary schools - is run now, and how it should be run in the future.  

The Government is calling this 'Empowering teachers, parents and communities to achieve excellence and equity: a governance review'. It is known as the ‘governance review’ for short.  

This leaflet explains what the governance review is about and how you can get involved as a parent. When we use the word ‘parent’ in this leaflet we mean all parents, carers and guardians. 

What is the governance review and what things does it cover? 

‘Governance’ simply means who is responsible for what, how that is 
managed and the way that money is allocated. We are reviewing 
who has responsibility for what in education in Scotland, including 
for making decisions about the way money is spent, and how this 
can be made to work better for the future. 

This review is about publicly funded education and does not look at 
independent schools (commonly referred to as private schools). 

Why is the Government holding a governance review? 

The Scottish Government wants to do everything it can to ensure 
children and young people get the best start in life. This means 
we want them to get high quality early learning and childcare 
before they go to school and the best education when they are 
at school. 

We want Scottish education to be the best for all children and 
young people. In particular we want to ensure Scottish education 
can deliver excellence and equity.  

This simply means that we want education to get better for all 
children and young people (excellence) and we want to close the 
‘gap’ between how well children and young people from differ-
ent backgrounds do (equity). There is a gap between how well 
children from the poorest and most well off backgrounds do at 
school. This is often referred to as the ‘attainment gap’. 

There are lots of things we can do to make education better for 
all and which can help to close the 'attainment gap'. 

Making sure that the governance of education is as good as it 
can be is one of these. This is why the Scottish Government is 
looking at this issue and is asking for your views. 

What changes does the Scottish Government want to make? 

The Scottish Government believes that the best people to 
make decisions about children’s learning are early years staff 
and teachers, working with parents and children and young 
people themselves.  

We want them to have more say in the way education is run 
for children and young people.  

We don’t just think this. Evidence shows that it is how good 
our teachers are and how well our schools are led that makes 
the biggest difference to children’s learning.  

Evidence also shows that when parents or carers are fully in-
volved in their child’s learning and in the life and work of their 
school, that children, parents and schools do better. 

Working together is important if we want education to get 
better for all our children and young people. We want to see 
more schools working together with each other and with their 
local communities to share learning and best practice.  

Questions asked in the governance review 

The governance review asks questions about a 
number of different things: 

Giving more power and responsibility to teachers, 
parents and communities (questions 4 to 7) 

Improving the ways that people work together at a 
local level (questions 8 to 11) 

What needs to be done at the national level and 
how teachers and others are provided with 
support (question 12 and 13) 

How funding can be made fairer (questions 14 and 
15) 

How should we ensure accountability (question 
16) 

It also asks some more general questions about 
what people think of the way education is run now 
and how this could be made better in the future 
(questions 1 to 3 and question 17).  

How to get involved 

The Scottish Government wants to hear from as many parents as possible as part of the governance review. 

The most straightforward way to respond is on-line through Citizen Space, at: https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/empowering-
schools/a-governance-review  

You can find out more information about the questions asked in the governance review and how to come along to an en-
gagement event  on our website, at: 

www.gov.scot/eductaiongovernancereview  
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