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The School opened in October 2007 in a new building operated by Skanska.  During 2014-2015, there were 20 and 20 pupils in our respective AM and PM Nursery Class and 131 primary pupils in six classes: P1 (20), P2 (20), P3 (19), P4/5 (19/6), P5/6 (20/4) and P6/7 (12/11).  The attendance rate was 96.1%; there were no exclusions and the free school meal equivalence for P4 to P7 was 11.1%. In August 2015 the roll is due to be 40 nursery pupils and 160 P1 to P7 pupils.  





The school aspires to be ‘a thinking-caring learning community’ and was led by a Head Teacher, an Acting Principal Teacher, 6 full-time and 3 part-time teachers, 1 full-time and 3 part-time learning assistants, 1 Senior Child Development Worker and 6 support staff.  One part-time teacher returned from maternity leave whilst our Principal Teacher started maternity leave.  One teacher took part in a year’s exchange with a teacher from a Dakeith Associated School.











thinking creatively


caring for ourselves, others and our environment


learning together to achieve all that we can


building up our community





To be reviewed by parents, pupils and staff August to December 2015





The purpose of our Curriculum – the four capacities  


To enable ALL learners to be:








Confident individuals with


self respect


a sense of physical, mental and social wellbeing


secure values and beliefs


and able to


relate to others and manage themselves


pursue a healthy and active lifestyle


be self aware


develop and communicate my own beliefs and view of the world


live as independently as they can


assess risk and take informed decisions


achieve success in different areas of activity





Responsible citizens with


respect for others


commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life


and able to


develop knowledge and understanding of the world and Scotland’s place in it


understand different beliefs and cultures


make informed choices and decisions


evaluate environmental, scientific and technological issues


develop informed, ethical views of complex issues





Effective contributors with


an enterprising attitude


resilience


self-reliance


and able to


communicate in different ways and in different settings


work in partnerships and in teams


take the initiative and lead


apply critical thinking in new contexts


create and develop


solve problems





Successful learners with


enthusiasm and motivation for learning


determination to reach high standards of achievement


openness to new thinking and ideas


and able to


use literacy, communication and numeracy skills


use technology for learning


think creatively and independently


learn independently and as part of a group


make reasoned evaluations


link and apply different kinds of learning in new situations





Aiming for 100% agreement in pupils’ responses to the following: 4


I am achieving well at school and making good progress in my learning (84%)


My teachers have high expectations of what I can achieve as a learner (82%)


I am involved in setting my own targets for learning. (70%)





How well do children learn and achieve?





Listening: We need to measure pupils’ ability and progress in identifying, remembering and responding to information





P1 Assessments 1


% of P1 pupils:�
Reading�
Maths�
�
�
2014�
2015�
2014�
2015�
�
Scores above the Scottish Average:�
50%�
68%�
65%�
 84%�
�
Greater than average progress / value added:�
15%�
21%�
35%�
 21%�
�






Scottish Engineering Project with involvement of two parents: 4 P6/7 pupils’ entries featured in final assessment





3rd Annual Midlothian Inter-disciplinary Challenge


P7 were one of 28 Classes who took part in ‘MidVision’:


1 of 3 Best Documentary Video Programme (about Japan)


1 of 3 Best Learning Logs


7th best song (in Japanese) [working with 2 parent]





Strengths





Priorities for Improvement





Range of Standardised Assessment Scores:


Percentage of pupils at each Stage (P2 to P7) whose scores were above the UK average 1





Area�
2013-2014�
2014-2015�
�
Reading�
58 to 83 %�
45 to 94 %�
�
English Language�
33 to 92 %�
25 to 85 %�
�
Spelling�
56 to 84 %�
45 to 74 %�
�
Mathematics�
45 to 80 %�
33 to 80 %�
�
Mental Mathematics�
36 to 90 %�
50 to 90 %�
�



Inconsistencies are being addressed by teachers.








How do we know?�
�
1�
Standardised Assessment Results�
�
2�
Teachers’ Assessment Records�
�
3�
Pupil Voice-Leadership Groups�
�
4�
P2 to P7 Pupils’ responses (6/15)�
�
5�
Parents’ responses (6/2015)�
�
6�
Teachers’ responses�
�
7�
Support Staff’s responses�
�
8�
Partners’ responses�
�






To raise attainment in numeracy and mathematics: By June 2016, all Teachers and the Head Teacher will be trained in Staged Early Arithmetic Learning (SEAL)





Talking: We need to measure pupils’ ability and progress in communicating information





Spelling: We are investigating most effective practices in learning / teaching





Priorities for Improvement





Strengths





Year 1 of teachers putting into practice Visible Learning – maximizing their impact on learning, 


and living out professional mind frames





Assessing & tracking pupils’ progress 2  


Teachers consistently practising agreed policies





Aiming for 100% agreement in pupils’ responses to the following: 4


My teachers give me the feedback and support I need to help improve my learning. (85%)


My teachers give me praise and encouragement and they let me know when I have done well. (85%)


My teachers give me a say in the things I am going to learn about and also in the way I want to learn. (73%)


My teachers help me to develop the skills I need for life outside school and to prepare me for the world of work. (84%)


Learning At Home that I am given helps me to make progress in my learning. (72%)


My school provides a good range of extra-curricular activities – eg: clubs, sports, music, visits, charity work. (84%)





Introduction to mindsets for growth in learning





Support for Learning 2





75% of P4 to P7 pupils are learning to play clarinet or a brass instrument





39% of P4-P7 pupils involved in The Children’s University (Achievements beyond School)





Classroom and Weekly Assembly Recognition 4


Achievements beyond school


Pupils of the Week


Star Writers


Achievement Cards


Handwriting





Year 2 of teachers practising Visible Learning – maximizing their impact on learning, and living out professional mind frames








How well does the school support children to learn and develop?





Fortnightly Pupil Voice-Leadership Groups


P1 to P3: Rights Respecting School; Grounds and Gardens; making our library a special place for learning; Visible Learning


P4 to P7: Rights Respecting School; making our library a special place for learning; Physical and Nutritional Health; Communicating school news; Learning to learn better and better





Teachers provide parents with Outline Plans





Fortnightly P1 to P7 Pupil Voice- Leadership Groups:


Physical and Nutritional Health; Eco School Actions; ‘Helping Hands’; Fair Trade; Grounds and 2 Gardens; making our library a special place for learning





Healthy eating and lifestyles


Engaging all pupils in making better informed choices. 2 4  5





Parents & community partners sharing skills for work with pupils





How do we know?�
�
1�
Standardised Assessment Results�
�
2�
Teachers’ Assessment Reords�
�
3�
Pupil Voice-Leadership Groups�
�
4�
P2 to P7 Pupils’ responses (6/15)�
�
5�
Parents’ responses (6/2015)�
�
6�
Teachers’ responses�
�
7�
Support Staff’s responses�
�
8�
Partners’ responses�
�






57% of pupils take part in a lunchtime or after-school activity compared with 54% last year





Physical Development: Each pupil receives at least 2 hours per week of quality Physical Education





Unicef Rights Respecting School


To achieve Level 1 by June 2016


My school helps me to be a responsible citizen. (79% 4)





Priorities for Improvement





Strengths





Goal: All teachers are actively involved in: 


leadership responsibilities 


observation of, and learning from, peers (also a priority for Dalkeith Associated Schools Group)


professional enquiry relating to ‘visible learning’


daily and timetabled assessment moderation


continuing lifelong professional learning





Teachers are refining their evaluation skills to make better informed decisions relating to everyday practice and priorities for improvement.








How well does the school improve the quality of its work?





The school seeks and effectively responds to feedback from parents and pupils:


video recording pupils’ views about their learning


fortnightly P1 to P7 Pupil Voice-Leadership Groups


annual questionnaire to P2 to P7 pupils 4


six ‘Open Times’ per year for parents


following twice-yearly Parent-Pupil-Teacher consultation meetings


annual questionnaire to parents 5


review of our school’s vision and aims


working with our Parent Council





Aiming for 100% agreement in pupils’ responses to the following: 4


My teachers ask me how lessons can be improved and they make changes as a result of my feedback. (51%)


I have a say in decisions about how to improve my school and my views are taken seriously. (64%)


I am given responsibility for things and make a contribution to the life and work of my school. (73%)





How do we know?�
�
1�
Standardised Assessment Results�
�
2�
Teachers’ Assessment Records�
�
3�
Pupil Voice-Leadership Groups�
�
4�
P2 to P7 Pupils’ responses (6/15)�
�
5�
Parents’ responses (6/2015)�
�
6�
Teachers’ responses�
�
7�
Support Staff’s responses�
�
8�
Partners’ responses�
�






Pupils’ Achievement by June 2015 in 


Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) Levels 2





Early Years Level: generally by the end of P1


First Level: generally by the end of P4


Second Level: generally by the end of P7


Third Level: generally by the end of S3





Percentages of pupils achieving CfE Levels:�
Listening & Talking�
Writing�
Reading�
Mathematics�
Numeracy�
�
P1 �
Early Years Level�
57.1 %�
85.7 %�
81.0 %�
95.2 %�
57.2 %�
�
P1�
Started First Level�
33.3 %�
�
4.8 %�
4.8 %�
38.1 %�
�
P4�
First Level�
26.3 %�
52.6 %�
47.4 %�
36.8 %�
36.8 %�
�
P4�
Started Second Level�
73.7 %�
42.1 %�
52.6 %�
63.2 %�
63.2 %�
�
P7�
Second Level�
54.6 %�
72.7 %�
54.6 %�
63.6 %�
63.6 %�
�
P7�
Started Third Level�
36.4 %�
27.3 %�
36.4%�
36.4 %�
36.4 %�
�






All Staff consistently practising policies as agreed in ‘Information for Staff’.





Attitudes and behaviours reflect the school’s aspirations to be a thinking-caring, learning community.





All learning opportunities, during or after school, are offered to ALL learners, as appropriate to age.





How well does the school ensure equity and inclusion, and promote diversity across the school?





Aiming for 100% agreement in pupils’ responses to the following: 4


I am happy at school and enjoy learning there. (89%)


At school I feel safe and secure. (81%)


In my local community I feel safe and secure. (75%)


At school I am treated fairly and with respect. (75%)


My school cares about me and I feel valued and included. (69%)


My school helps me to feel more confident about myself. (71%)








Opportunities for personal and social development are integral to the ethos and day-to-day life of our school and are highlighted in weekly Assemblies attended by parents.





In Religious and Moral Education, all learners are given opportunities to study and reflect on aspects of the major world religions, culture and morality.





Strengths









