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Tynewater Primary School - a thinking-caring learning community   Information for Parents 25/9/15

Dear Parents / Carers,
	Please find the following items attached by email / enclosed:
	For:

	Diary Information – This is regularly updated on our School Website
	Nursery to P7

	Session Dates 2015-2016 (Previously issued on 28 Aug 2014)
	Nursery to P7

	Session Dates 2016-2017 
	Nursery to P7

	Staffing as at 17 August 2015
	Nursery to P7

	Feedback from our Questionnaire to Parents in June 2015
	P1 to P7

	A questionnaire to Parents / Carers of P1 pupils about their child’s transition from Nursery to Primary 1
	Parents / Carers of P1 pupils

	Parental Permission Form for photography and video footage
	Parents/Carers of NEW pupils N to P7

	An Ideas Reply Slip relating to our review of our School Aims
	Nursery to P7


Since 19 August we have made very good progress with our pupils’ learning.  All our pupils look so smart in their school uniforms. – Thank you.

Thank you to our Teachers who organized and led Residential Learning and to Mrs Ketchion, Mrs Munro (Admin Assistant) and Parents who assisted them:

	P4
	Low Port Outdoor Centre, Linlithgow

Monday 31 Aug to Wed 2 Sept
	Ms Ashleigh Blyth

Ms Alison Ketchion (Learning Assistant)
	Mrs De Malet Connell
Mr Dewar

Dr White

	P5
	New Lanark

Monday 7 to Wed 9 Sept
	Ms Laura McDonald
	Mrs Hoy 

Mr Galbraith

	P6
	Glasgow Science Centre
Monday 14 to Wed 16 Sept
	Mr Jordan Martindale
	Mrs Adams

Mr McCormick

	P7
	London
Monday 28 Sept to Friday 2 Oct
	Mr Douglas Lawson
	Mrs Morton
Mrs Henderson

Ms Davidson


In Mr Lawson’s absence due to his leading the London Study Visit for 15 P7 pupils, the Key Contacts in school for the week beginning 28 September are: 

· Mrs Munro (Admin Assistant) in the first instance 

· Monday: Mrs Rankin and Mrs Pleasance 

· Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: Mrs Rankin and Mrs Gilbert 
· Friday: Mrs Rankin and Mrs Leonard
Staffing – We welcome:

Ms Lucy Garden: permanent Teacher, this year teaching our Primary 3 Class.
Mr Jordan Martindale: temporary Teacher, currently teaching our Primary 6 Class.

Mrs Alison Holligan:  temporary Supporting Nursery Teacher on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Mrs Holligan is presently absent due to a family bereavement; we extend our condolences.
Ms Nikki Lenaghen: temporary, full-time Childcare Development Worker

Ms Lisa Watt: temporary Learning Assistant with P3, mornings, Monday to Friday inclusive in place of Ms Jayne Gibson who is absent due to illness.  We wish Ms Gibson a speedy recovery.

Please note that Mr Lawson, Head Teacher, is from 17 August until mid February / March 2016, leading and managing our School without the assistance of a Principal Teacher (Mrs McCabe is on maternity leave) or an Acting Principal Teacher.

Our School Improvement Plan Priorities for 2015-2016

· To maximize all pupils’ progress through best practice relating to visible learning and the use of mindsets (Year 2)
· To raise expectations, interest, attainment and achievement in numeracy and mathematics for all learners
· To investigate pupils’ learning of spelling and best practice in teaching
· To achieve accreditation as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School (Year 1 of 2)

We plan to share further information in due course and invite parents / carers to be fully involved in continually improving our pupils’ learning.
Skills for Work, Skills for Life

We are planning to invite parents throughout the school year to share their work / employment skills and experience with groups of pupils in short workshops.  We will issue information shortly.
Summer Term Photography Competition Awards:

Nursery: 
Finlay McKimm; P1:  Matthew Thomson; P2: Ben Nicol; P3: Ryan McCormack; P4: Rebecca Marr; P5: Louis Whitson; P6: Verity Kinch, and P7: Matthew Phillips.
Harvest Thanksgiving Assembly led by Primary 1/2

on Thursday 8 October 2015, from 9.15 to 10.00

Request for donations of groceries, fresh flowers, fruit and vegetables to be distributed by P7 pupils to senior citizens in our community
Children are invited to place donations of groceries and produce on tables in our hall when they enter at 8.45.  On Thursday afternoon these items will be sorted and delivered by our 17 P7 pupils, their Teacher and a Parent Helper, to the senior citizens at Roman Camp Way.  Please contact Mrs Anderson / Mrs Munro in our School Office if you can be a Parent Helper.
If you know of other senior citizens in our wider neighbourhood, particularly those who are housebound, could you please give his/her name and address to Mrs Anderson / Mrs Munro in our School Office?  Thanking you in anticipation.
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	Nursery to P7 Open Time: Thursday 8 October
 (All Classes except Mrs Clarke’s P1 Class*)
Please come along to learn about what your child has been learning and to celebrate his/her success.


10.00 to 11.00   Parents’ Café for School Funds 
(10.30 to 10.45 with Staff)

– Donations of home-baking are most welcome

11.00 to 12.00  Open Time with a focus on each Class’s Charter for our UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools programme and Pupils’ Writing
* Mrs Clarke (P1 Teacher) is out of school training for her Forest School / Outdoor Learning qualification. She will organize an Open Time for the parents / carers of her P1 pupils on an alternative day as soon as possible.
Opportunity for Parents to visit: 

11.00 to 11.40   our Morning Nursery Class 

11.00 to 11.20   1st child’s Class

11.20 to 11.40   2nd child’s Class
11.40 to 12.00   3rd child’s Class  (P1 and P2 pupils need to get ready for lunch at 11.45 am)
  2.45 to   3.35   our Afternoon Nursery Class
Younger siblings must be supervised by a parent / carer at all times.

Healthy Eating and Healthy Snacks
We are currently reviewing healthy eating and healthy snacks.  We would very much appreciate your help at home as you and your child(-ren) choose items for packed lunches and morning snacks.  Please note that pupils should not bring fizzy drinks to school.
Indoor footwear

To ensure that every child can sit on the floor anywhere in our school knowing that it is clean and hygienic, we need your help so that everyone can benefit from our agreed indoor footwear policy.  Could you please provide your child with named indoor footwear?  If pupils do not have indoor footwear, we ask that they simply wear their socks – not so good when we evacuate the building for termly fire drills.
Safe and Considerate Parking

Could you please ensure that you park your car safely and considerately? Please note that the school entrance and car park is continually recorded on video cameras.

At the lay-by nearest the playground gate, please give priority to the mini-buses that transport a significant number of children to and from our school.

Please do not block parked cars and leave your car – a member of staff may need to leave school promptly at 3.30 pm for an appointment elsewhere.
Also there is an increasing tendency for children to run out of the school playground and go straight across the road / car park to waiting parents, just as other parents are speeding off. – An accident waiting to happen!
Security and our Playground Gate

To ensure that children, staff and parents are safe and that our school building and grounds are secure at all times:

· A Learning Assistant is on duty at the entrance to our playground from 8.30 am.

· Pupils who travel by mini-bus should arrive at school at 8.30 am.
· All P1 to P7 pupils should quietly stand in line on the bell at 8.45 am.
· The Janitor closes our playground gate soon after parents leave at 8.50 am, and opens the gate just before 3.30 pm. 
· Parents / Carers should not enter the school building via the pupil entrances at either 8.45 am or 3.30 pm as this compromises safety and security – save for an emergency need for the toilet by a child accompanied by their parent/carer.  The P1 to P3 door and the P4 to P7 door are open so that pupils can access the toilets but not the cloakrooms.
· Parents / Carers should only enter the school building via our Reception Area and School Office.  Most teachers will still come out into the playground at 3.30 pm and it is possible to speak to them then.  If you wish to speak to a teacher before 8.45 am or after 3.30 pm, could you please phone our School Office in advance.  If you wish to ensure that your child’s Teacher receives specific information at 8.45 am, please phone or visit our School Office who will pass information to your child’s Teacher.
If the weather is adverse before 8.45 am:

· Please ensure that pupils have a waterproof / hooded jacket and suitable outdoor footwear.

· Please enter the playground as near as possible to 8.45 am to reduce the waiting time.  Staff will make every effort to supervise pupils entering the school on or very soon after the bell at 8.45 am.  Staff contracts do not extend to supervising children before 8.45 am.

· If you have to wait, please use the two shelters / covered areas; one to the left of the P4 to P7 entrance; the other round the corner from the P1 to P3 entrance.

· As above, the P1 to P3 door and the P4 to P7 door are open so that pupils can access the toilets but not the cloakrooms.  Parents / carers and children, should not gather in the vestibule areas as this compromises safety (there is simply not enough room for everyone) and blocks access for children who may need the toilet.

As always, please speak with me if you have any feedback, questions, suggestions, concerns or simply need to talk through something.  I am only too happy to meet you and speak with you about any matter relating to your child(-ren) or our school.

We look forward to working with you each day to maximize progress in your child(-ren)’s learning.
With best wishes for our Autumn Term,               Douglas Lawson    Head Teacher 
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Please return your ideas / suggestions to our School Office, 
either personally or via your child’s Teacher, by Friday 2 October 2015
What do you think?

Following an evening ‘Review Workshop’ with eight volunteer parents in October 2014, the following words were suggested to describe our school’s values / aims:

	Tynewater Primary School

a thinking-caring learning community

· thinking creatively

· caring for ourselves, others and our environment

· learning together

· building up our community
	My / Our comments / alternative words to describe our school’s values and aims 
– Please continue overleaf:

	
	


	I/We have a pupil in:    Nursery    P1     P2     P3     P4     P5     P6     P7  (Please circle)

	Parent’s / Carer’s signature:
	
	date:
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